
 
 

Jimmy Stewart 
“The secret to a happy life is to accept change gracefully.” 

 
     Jimmy Stewart (1908-1997) has the dual distinction of being both an all-time great 
actor as well as an American hero. James Maitland Stewart was born in Pennsylvania 
and raised by two strong parents who instilled him values grounded in faith and 
family. A strong student, he graduated from Princeton University with a degree in 
architecture before moving to New York City, where he began a theatrical career on 
Broadway. His talent was soon recognized and he was signed by MGM studios in 
1935, which was the start of one of Hollywood’s most impressive careers. His 
breakthrough role occurred in 1939 with Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, a film about 
an accidental politician who makes an inspirational stand against political corruption. 
Soon after winning the Academy Award for Best Actor in 1940, Stewart made the 
stunning decision to enlist in the United States Army to serve in World War II. He 
became a decorated pilot in the Army Air Corps, flying 20 dangerous combat 
missions over Europe. After the war, he returned to his acting career, giving his most 
memorable performance in 1946 as George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life. While 
continuing to work in films over the next several decades, he also started a family 
and continued to serve in the Air Force Reserves, where he retired as a Brigadier 
General. He also became a noted philanthropist, working with the American Red 
Cross and raising millions of dollars for various charitable causes. In 1985, he 
received a special Academy Award for his lifetime achievements on and off the 
screen. He passed away in 1997 surrounded by his loving family. 
     Jimmy Stewart left an incredible legacy in the movies, creating characters that 
audiences still relate to this day. He was also a great humanitarian, loving family man, 
ardent patriot, and person of deep faith, and we celebrate his life spent bringing joy 
to others. 


